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The Time s NOW g7

by Mick Dalrymple
nt business school, students are taught io
maki declsions when they have gathered

80% of the: information, The idea is that

youd will never have 100°% of the infor-

ration and, il you wait for i, it will be
by lake i capitalize on it

For vears mow, we have been bearing from government leaders that all the
information & not in on global waming and that we can't be sure that it is pastially
hurman-caused or that it is even really hagpening, Now we are paying the price for
not being conservative and acting on the best information available at the time.
With Kagrina and an overall increase in hurricanes due to higher water surface
temperatures, 143 days without min in the Valley and then snow, droughit-fueled
wikdfires in Texas and Oklahoma, record snowstonm io the MNortheast, swothinds of
mmigratory herds in the horm of Africa killed by drought, recond heat waves in Ewrope,
floods in Central America, and the Asctic icecap melting at two to three times the
rate: previously estimated, it probably weokd not be prodent g wait until ALL the
evidence i in. Many of us may not be around b see it

The: time delay between cause and effect now has us up againa a wall, It is
like trying to pary off vour credit cands when they are already at the default rates,
Schentists in the 1960% were telling us that the time 1o act was then, Wi are lae,
but that really just leaves w with the option of paying off owr principal and interess
at the sarme time.

S what can owe dof On the personal level, we need o focws on energy effi-
ciency in ouwr homes, cars and at work, In the public arena, we need o suppon
policies and leaders that have a strorg and fast impact: Put alr in your tires, Seal
visible leaks around your doors and windows. Buy Energy Star appliances, Buy a
hybrid. Install compact fluorescent bulbs. Replace windows with dual-pane, lovee
oress. Tum off your computer when you leave the office or when you go o sheep,
Insulate. Shade your west walls and windows. Chanpe your air conditioner filter ar
even replace an old AC wnit with a high-efficiency one, Invest in clean, altemative
erergy. Linlike a jet ski, it acually pays you,

Fram a public sandpoint, demand that your elected officials do something and
tedl them you are not being hypocritical in your personal actions. There is a hill in
the Arizona Legislature o increase incentives for solar energy. The Arizona Compora.
lion Commission is increasingly supportive of renewable energy programs and
enorgy efficiency. Let them know you support those efforts and that vou will back
thiem up if they rock some boats. Elections are always around the comes, Raise the
issunr with candidates and put it high on their agenda,

Energy efficiency is the fastest way for us 1o clean up our air, attack global
wanming, mduce our personal enengy bills, reduce our nation's dependence on
unstable cowntries, and promate long-lasting economic growth, The knee-jerk
reaction is to say that reducing greenhouse gas emissions causes a drag on the
economy, To the contrary, investing in energy efficient echnologies actually halps
make the econcmy stronger by promoting durable good manufacturing AND making
our industries and thedr customers more competitive flom an operating cost stand-
point. And maybe we'll save a few billion dollars in disaster molief and recovery.
Whi knows? ALL the evidence is not in yet. Just like the side effects of glohal
warming, we won't even know all the side benedits of energy efficiency and renew-
abde energy until we experience them.

Mick Dalrymmple is a partner in a.k.a Green, the environmental huilding center,
produces Suild It Green! for PES, and & in the process of furming his famillys bome inlo
@ el zero energy user through energy efficiency and solar povwey,




